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vigilantly watched. The people of La Rochelle had
asked Buckingham to furnish them with sufficient
supplies, but he had neglected to do so. As com-
munication with the city became difficult and at last
almost impossible, and the months went slowly on,
the supply of food became moxe and- morfi,,scanty.
Still there-"wasrio thought of surrender. The mayor
of the city was one Jean Guiton, a hardy and resol-
ute mariner. When elected to the office, he had
laid his dagger upon the table and said that was for
the person who should first suggest surrender. Nor
were the women any less resolute than the men.
The Duchess of Rohan was in the city, a woman
well over seventy, and living on starvation fare like
those of humbler rank. She was active in the coun-
cils of the town and her voice was against any sur-
render ; they sought, so she wrote her son, complete
victory or an honourable death; and at the end of a
year's siege, those who were left alive were still
hoping that the Lord would deliver his own. )

It was idle to expect that the other French rro-
testants could successfully attack the great army
Richelieu had collected, but Charles I., it was
thought, would not desert those in whose behalf he
had taken up arms. In ^^^16^.^^^^^^^.^
of one hundred sail a^g*ea|:e,d in the t?ay, under the
command of Buckingham's brother-in-law, the Earl
of Denbigh. The starving citizens thought that re-
lief was now near at hand, but their joywas brief.
^Though the French were far inferior in the number
and quality of their ships, ttey were protecfed""by
Batteries on lanll, anH"'B'acIT oTTEem'"Tay"lHe""cllke,
